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 WALDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

1 Poplar Street

Waldridge Village

Co Durham

DH2 3SE

Tel. 07961 790 990
parishclerk.waldridgeparish@gmail.com
21st September 2021

To:
The Chairman and members of the WALDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

(Councillors Elliott, Foster, Moist, Morrison, Lewcock, Johnson, Graham and Sexton)  
Dear Sir / Madam,
Please find attached draft minutes of the meeting of the WALDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL   held at the Parish Rooms on Tuesday 14th September 2021. 
BUSINESS
1. Welcome – Cllr Elliott welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2. To appoint a Councillor to take the minutes of the meeting. 
It was agreed that Cllr Sexton would take the minutes.
3. To receive apologies for absence - to note all apologies and reasons must be submitted in writing to the Clerk prior to the meeting.

Decisions required:- To agree whether to accept any apologies submitted. Cllr Moist and Cllr Johnson’s apologies accepted.
4. To receive and accept any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests from members in any item to be discussed.  To remind members, if any changes in circumstances, that new forms need to be submitted. 
None raised.

5.
 Agenda-Motions:
1. Staffing - to discuss Clerk, Cleaner & Caretaker positions.

Motion 1 – to agree advertisement for Clerk position. Cllr Graham suggested we progress immediately and have two levels of experience. Prepared to pay to outsource audits and finance until trained up. Unanimously agreed to go via HR and advertise accordingly.  

Motion 2 - to agree advertisement for Cleaner position. 
(motion amended to include - If Flutterby etc. Cleaners not available)
Cllrs unanimously agreed to the motion. 

Motion 3 - to agree advertisement for Caretaker position. 
Staffing Group agreed to take away and review what WPC require in relation to this vacancy, given flowers can be covered by DCC contract.




2. Working Groups – to discuss the benefits of WG’s and sharing the workload. 

Motion 4 – to agree to form & implement Working Groups.
It was recognised that we currently have a Staff Working Group (Cllr’s Elliott, Morrison & Foster) which will continue. It was also agreed that Cllr Foster will oversee the Flowers each year. All other Working Groups (e.g. Events) TBC.  


3. Halloween – to discuss and agree motion.

Motion 5 – to agree Cllr Graham leads on event delivery (£1,000 budget). Saturday 30th October in scout hut – Cllr Graham outlined her proposed event and the motion was unanimously agreed. Cllr graham to lead on this delivery.

4. Flowers - to review all flowers for 2021/2022 season, including additional requirements due to resignation of our caretaker.

Motion 6 – to agree on annual 2021/22 contract or long contract 2021/2025 with DCC for WPC flowers. Cllr foster advised she was meeting with DCC on 15th September 2021 to discuss. However, it was agreed we would await feedback from Cllr Foster prior to a decision on an annual or longer contract.

5. Parish Clippings – review if & when the clippings will restart.

Motion 7 – to agree to cease production of WP Clippings (amended to physical copies) only in favour of digital alternative. Cllr Foster voted to keep the with the production of a hard copy of the clippings. However, other Cllrs felt that it was important to recognise the environmental impact in printing thousands of copies, when the majority of information can be pushed out through social media and web pages. It was agreed to cease production of the clippings.

Motion 8 – to agree when we commence production and issue of WP Clippings. (Void)

Cllr Morrison said it was not environmentally friendly and others agreed.    

6. Monthly Summer Market – to discuss the proposal for a regular market on Millennium Green.

Motion 9 – to agree to Monthly Summer Market.

Cllr Sexton outlined proposal for a monthly Summer Market 2022 onwards and everyone agreed to the motion. Cllr Elliott suggested we keep it fresh and change some offerings from month to month. 

7. Parish Rooms – to discuss re-opening for hire our rooms 20th September 2021.

Motion 10 – to agree to re-open the Parish Rooms for rental w/c 20th September 2021. 
Cllrs debated the possibility of opening the rooms, however, concerns over cleaning and a safe, covid free, environment were a concern. It was agreed that once cleaner had been appointed, we would review, but for now it was unanimously agreed NOT to re-open.

8. Millennium Green - Goal Areas require immediate attention.

Motion 11 – to agree funds of up to £500 to repair Goal areas. Cllr Sexton outlined his concerns at the state of the areas. WPC Cllrs agreed to the spend.

9. Village Parking/Highways – review parking and access within the village.

After much debate, it was agreed that Cllrs Elliott and Sexton would discuss with DCC and perhaps look to setting up a Q & A. £6k to cover unadopted road. PS to check planning for new builds and ownership of land. Cllr Elliot to check with Planning/Legal.


6. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING:



12th October 2021 at 7:00pm.
�
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